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Anticipatory Set 
 
Read and discuss the following Robert Rauschenberg quotation:  “The artist’s job is to be a witness to his 
time in history.”  How might you, as an artist, be a witness to your history, to what is going on around 
you? 

Objective(s)  
 
Students will perform an art critique of any one piece represented in the Joslyn “Under Pressure” 
Contemporary Print exhibit. 
Students will create an original contemporary rendering of “Omaha Under Pressure.” 
Students will participate in aesthetic discussions and then identify aesthetic theories. 

Procedures of Instruction 
 

1. For this lesson we will be visiting the “Under Pressure” Contemporary Art Exhibit at the Joslyn Art 
Museum.  Prior to arriving at the museum the students will receive a “cheat sheet” with terms necessary for 
aesthetic discussions and art criticism.  The teacher will remind the students of these terms and re-teach the 
terms by critiquing and identifying aesthetic theories of a variety of art prints. (Modeled and Shared 
Practice) 

2. After discussing the quote “The artist’s job is to be a witness to his time in history,” students will view the 
piece of artwork entitled “Signs” by Robert Rauschenberg, which is comprised of various images of 
important figures and events of the 1960s.  As a class we will deconstruct the meaning and value of the 
piece (Guided Practice) 

3. Students will then explore the rest of the “Under Pressure” Contemporary Art exhibit at the Joslyn Museum 
to help gain inspiration for their own artwork. (Independent Practice) 

4. Each student will have a worksheet to record aesthetic experiences, art critiques, and ideas that inspire them 
as they explore the gallery.  

5. After the exploration of the “Under Pressure” exhibit the students will have time to reflect on what they saw 
and experienced when we return to the school.   

6. As a class we will then revisit the quote, “The artist’s job is to be a witness to his time in history” and 
discuss what we each might “witness.”  The teacher will then explain that in their next art project, like 
Rauschenberg’s “Signs,” they will use their art as their voice to show the viewer what is occurring in their 
community and life.  (Shared Practice) 

7. Students will begin sketching and brainstorming ideas for their artwork as the teacher walks around and 
visits with each student to gauge their level of understanding and give any needed guidance.  (Guided 
Practice) 

8. Students will be encouraged to use whatever medium or media they feel will communicate their voice 
effectively.  The students will begin creating their artwork.  (Independent Practice) 

9. Work will be displayed collectively.  Each student’s piece will have a message and when the pieces are 
displayed together the students’ voices are intensified.  The students will reflect on the collective. 

Summary (including homework assignment) 
 
As a class we will be visiting the “Under Pressure” Contemporary Art Exhibit at Joslyn Museum.  Students will have 
the “Field Trip” worksheet and the “Cheat Sheet” with them during the trip.  The two sheets help the students to have 
aesthetic experiences and critique art while appreciating the exhibit.  We will look at Robert Rauschenberg’s artwork 
“Signs” as a class and deconstruct the meaning of a quote from him, “the artist’s job is to be a witness to his time in 
history.”  After the field trip the students will explore how they can use their own art to be a witness to their own 
history.  Students will produce a piece of artwork commenting on what they see around them and the classes pieces 
will be displayed collectively.   




